CHAPTER TWO
DEISM, CONTROVERSY, AND THE
BEGINNINGS OF BELLES LETTRES:
1750-1800
CHOUGH doomed by the death of Ed-
1 wards, the literature of religion yielded
to the new forces reluctantly. It was to in-
fluence even nineteenth-century poets, such
as Bryant and Longfellow, and to infuse a
pious tone into a considerable body of writing
prior to the Civil War. Now, in the eight-
eenth century, though modified by the time
spirits of democracy, deism, controversy,
patriotism, and by an ever-deepening culture,
it was powerful. It expressed itself not in
Calvinistic sermons but in the writings of the
Quakers and of other apostates from strict
New England Puritanism. John Woolman,
relying on inward light, believing not in the
depravity of man but in his goodness and in
his universal brotherhood, dwells persistently
upon man's intimacy with God. Thinking,
he said, of Indian warfare,
the desire to cherish the spirit of love and peace,
arose very fresh in me.
This tailor, whose prose was beloved by
Charles Lamb and Whittier, travelled to
Pennsylvania, the Carolinas, and Nantucket
to bring his gospel to Indians, negroes, and